
 

 

 
 

Progress Update 
September 2014 

 
This is an update on the progress being made on the Levels and Moors Flood Action Plan (FAP). Some actions are already funded and are 
being tackled immediately; others are more long-term or do not yet have funding. It is our intention to provide these update reports every 
month through the Somerset County Council website.  
 
Progress updates can also be emailed directly to you. If you would like to receive them this way, or have other questions, please email 
floodactionplan@somerset.gov.uk and if you would like to view connected press releases please click here  

 
The Flood Action Plan is coordinated by Somerset County Council but there are many different organisations responsible for carrying it out, 
including the Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs; the Environment Agency; the Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group; 
Natural England; Sedgemoor District Council; Somerset Internal Drainage Boards; South Somerset District Council; Taunton Deane 
Borough Council; Mendip District Council; West Somerset District Council; Department for Communities and Local Government; the Royal 
Bath & West Society.  

 
If you are interested in dredging, the Environment Agency provides weekly updates on its website here, where you can also sign up to 
receive the dredging updates by email. 
 

* Please see a list of meetings / diary dates at the end of this update. 

 

mailto:floodactionplan@somerset.gov.uk
http://somersetnewsroom.com/category/flooding-2/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/somerset-levels-and-moors-reducing-the-risk-of-flooding


 

 

 

Work overview Achieved to end September Work planned / started in October 

 
Dredging and River Management 
This work is led by the Environment Agency 
(EA), working closely with other partners. It 
involves various measures to physically 
improve the flow of water, build new flood 
defences, repair banks and structures 
damaged during the flooding, and to develop 
the River model to predict how the catchment 
will respond to flooding after these various 
flood risk management interventions.  
 
There are some projects that are funded and 
are being delivered immediately, but others 
are longer term and funding still needs to be 
secured. 
 
It  includes: 

 Dredging 

 Investigating the need for dredging 
elsewhere across the Somerset Levels 
and Moors. 

 Maintaining watercourses (e.g. annual 
maintenance programmes) 

 Making permanent temporary pumping 
infrastructure at key locations.  

 Repairing and reinstating flood banks and 
spillways that suffered flood damage. 

 Increasing the capacity of River 
Sowy/Kings Sedgemoor Drain 

 Construction of Ring Banks  

 Reviewing plans and strategies 

 
 
8km Dredging:  
Between 7 - 10 dredging teams are working 
on the River Parrett and River Tone near 
Burrowbridge. To date 7.1kms of the 8kms 
have been dredged (length correct at end 
September) 
 
Future dredging project: 
A project to examine the potential 
effectiveness of dredging in a possible 10 
additional locations is underway. This will be 
funded out of the £2.5m Local Growth Fund 
money previously announced. 
 
Asset repairs: As planned, there has been a 
marked increase in asset repair construction 
activity over the month, with multi-million 
pound repair work at 50+ locations including 
river banks, pumping stations, culverts and 
spillways that help manage flood risk.  
Highlights include: 

 All asset repair works substantially 
complete upstream of Langport 

 Works on the Yeo at Long Load well 
underway 

 Sowy Throttle complete 

 Allermoor and Middlemoor spillway works 
progressing well 

 Cocklemoor bank repairs, Langport 
underway  

 
 
8km Dredging:  
On target to complete the 8km dredge by 
end of October 2014.  
 
 
 
 
Future dredging project: 
A summary of all the assessments for each 
location will be shared early November.  
 
 
 
 
Asset repairs: Extensive programme of 
repair work to continue and will be completed 
before winter.  Bank works downstream of 
Burrowbridge will start. 
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 Review of options for a barrier or sluice at 
Bridgwater 

 
Bridgwater Barrier/Sluice: Consultants 
have been updating the sluice/barrier options 
study commissioned by the Environment 
Agency and Sedgemoor District Council five 
years ago. The high level review of the costs, 
benefits and constraints of all sluice / barrier 
options is now nearing completion.  
Initial outputs discussed with Sedgemoor 
District Council. 

 
Ring Banks: Construction of Thorney Ring 
Bank, which will improve flood protection for 
the village’s 10 houses and the public 
highway, is progressing well, with half the 
bank at full height and construction of 
associated structures nearing completion.  
 
Appraisal ongoing into the benefits and costs 
of other community ring banks across the 
Levels and Moors 
 
Improvement scheme for Sowy/King 
Sedgemoor Drain: Consultancy developing 
options matrix for increasing capacity of the 
Sowy/Kings Sedgemoor Drain system. 
Previously announced £8 million Local 
Growth Fund money to be used for the Sowy 
work.  
 
Permanent defences: Aller Drove road 
raising and associated construction works 
under way on site, with road closure in place. 

 
Bridgwater Barrier/Sluice: Draft options 
review report to be sent to Sedgemoor 
District Council in October, and will help 
inform the decision on the way forward for a 
sluice/barrier.  
Construction could start in 2024 if funding is 
secured.  
  
 
 
Ring Banks: Completion of Thorney Ring 
Bank work expected this month, with design 
work finalised for upgrading the existing 
second ring bank, Thorney Pottery Ringbank, 
where site preparation work has now begun.  
 
 
An appraisal document will be completed in 
October.  The results will be shared more 
widely in November. 
 
Improvement scheme for Sowy/King 
Sedgemoor Drain: Options matrix to be 
completed by November 2014.  Public 
consultation being planned on the initial 
findings. 
First phase of works  due to start in summer 
2015 
 
Permanent defences: Works underway and 
making good progress. To be completed by 
winter.   
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Westonzoyland scheme redesigned due to 
unforeseen ground conditions. Residents 
consulted on new option – a piled and 
anchored wall. 
 
Make permanent temporary pump 
platforms: Work now under way for 
construction of permanent concrete platforms 
to enable temporary pumping at Dunball, 
also at Northmoor. 
  
Trigger Level Document: Draft Trigger 
Level Document for 10 agreed sites 
completed, explaining what, when and why 
certain operational decisions would be 
undertaken in extraordinary flood conditions. 
 
Review of impact of existing Water Level 
Management Plans on 2013/14 flood 
event: Centre of Ecology and Hydrology 
draft report now completed.     
 
 
 
Voluntary Rhynesmen: Seven parish 
councils were contacted to gauge interest in 
pilot project for rhynesmen with local 
knowledge to inspect and undertake small 
scale maintenance activities, liaising with the 
Internal Drainage Boards and Somerset 
County Council. Only two responded 
positively, rest confirmed no interest. 

 
 
Works starting in October.  
 
 
 
Make permanent temporary pump 
platforms: To be completed by winter. 
 
 
 
 
Trigger Level Document: Review of plans - 
ongoing consultation on draft with key 
partners., Document  will be shared with 
community groups in November. 
 
 
Review of impact of existing Water Level 
Management Plans on 2013/14 flood 
event: Draft to be circulated to Internal 
Drainage Board, Environment Agency and 
Natural England for comment. Review to be 
completed in October. 
 
Voluntary Rhynesmen: Internal Drainage 
Board and Somerset County Council to 
decide next steps in view of low response. 
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Land Management  
This work is being shared between the 
Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group 
(FWAG), Natural England (NE) and the 
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 
(RSPB). 
It involves a range of ways to encourage land 
use that stops or slows water entering river 
courses and maximises natural flood 
management. 
 
It includes: 

 Increasing catchment sensitive farming 
techniques 

 Developing a locally administered capital 
grant for land management works 

 New funding for wetland habitats 

 Using farm environmental schemes for 
reducing flood risk 

  Recognising the value of the flood plain 
 

 
  
FWAG is leading a partnership to develop a 
two year advice and support package for 
land management throughout the whole 
catchment, subject to successful funding 
bids.  
 

 
 
Work with land owners to begin at the end of 
2014 for two years, if the funding bids 
(ongoing) are successful. 
 
 
 
 
 

Urban Water Management  
This work is being led by Taunton Deane 
Borough Council but will need close working 
with other Districts and the County Council, 
as well as major utility companies. 
It involves various projects focussed on the 
role that urban areas play in the catchment, 
and what can be done in those areas to 
reduce flood risk in other locations. 
It includes: 

 
Sample survey: A list of identified sites has 
been drawn up for a sample survey to 
assess the effectiveness of existing 
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems 
(SUDS) in significant development sites.  
 
 
 
 

 
Sample survey: Work ongoing to scope the 
assessments, identify any additional 
resources, and funding. Some sites could be 
assessed next month if no complications, 
others may require further work before 
assessments can be done. A programme 
and timeline will be agreed by end of 
November. 
 



 

 

Work overview Achieved to end September Work planned / started in October 

 Reviewing Sustainable Urban Drainage 
systems (SuDs) and providing  advice on 
their design and delivery 

 Encouraging the use of permeable 
surfaces and SuDs 

 Reviewing planning policies 

 Encouraging authorities to identify and 
deliver flood mitigation sites upstream to 
manage and control flood water 
movement 

 Put in place schemes to tackle flooding 
‘hotspots’ 

 

Flooding hotspots: Data has been gathered 
and meetings held to identify flooding 
‘hotspots.’ Somerset County Council 
Highways department has programmed work 
for some hotspots this year at North Curry, 
Stoke St Gregory, Washford, Old Cleeve, 
Carhampton, Upton Noble, Tellisford, 
Monksilver, Yarde and Nunney 
 
River Tone upstream flood attenuation 
scheme: An interim feasibility report has 
been completed and planning guidance is 
being prepared for the River Tone upstream 
flood attenuation scheme (safely storing 
water so that it soaks away more slowly.) 
The proposal looks at physical works 
including remodelling land to increase the 
amount of flood storage on the River Tone 
upstream of Taunton. 
 
SUDs guidance: The team has been 
working with partner authorities to develop 
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems 
(SUDS) guidance for developers and 
planners for new developments. This 
includes examples of success and individual 
bespoke advice for major development sites. 
  
 
Flood risk policies: Planning policy 
representatives from local authorities across 
the county have signed up to review their 
flood risk policies, to identify improvements 

Flooding hotspots: Work ongoing, including 
a second meeting with Wessex Water. Once 
complete, data will be reviewed with a 
possibility of adding this to works for the next 
financial year. 
 
 
 
 
River Tone upstream flood attenuation 
scheme:  Final report completed, to be 
signed off by Taunton Deane Borough 
Council Executive in November so that it can 
progress to next stage. Funding bids for the 
design will be developed, and funding will 
need to be secured to then take the work 
forward.  
 
 
 
SUDs guidance: Work ongoing until the end 
of this year. The team will respond to the 
government’s consultation and some aspects 
can only be included once the Department 
for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
(Defra) and Department for Communities and 
Local Government (DCLG) national guidance 
on SUDs is introduced in April 2015.  
 
Flood risk policies: Work ongoing to mid 
2015, after which best practice policies will 
be implemented as authorities’ development 
plans fall due. National SUDs guidance (see 
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and best practise.  
 
 

above) will also affect these. 

Resilient Infrastructure 
This work is mostly led by Somerset County 
Council (SCC) as much of it involves road 
engineering to make sure people can get 
around at times of flood. It requires close 
working with the EA and others on various 
projects. A number of actions are for 
immediate attention. 
 
It includes: 

 Deep clean of the highway drainage 
system, including review and survey of 
gullies and culverts 

 Fixed road closed signs and gates for 
flood prone routes 

 Repairing and resurfacing damaged 
roads 

 Securing road access to Muchelney 

 Raising the road and increasing capacity 
of culverts at Beer Wall to keep the road 
open and help water flows. 

 
 

 
Construction schemes started on site to raise 
the Muchelney to Drayton road by approx 
127cm and introduce four new culverts on 
the A372 at Beer Wall.  
Road closure information sent to 
communities and parish councils, and 
community meetings held September 22 and 
29.  
Media event held September 29 at Beer 
Wall. 
 
 

 
Construction work ongoing at both sites. 
(Urgent negotiations continued with 
landowners and access has now been 
agreed). Phase 1 of Beer Wall, to cut a 12m 
breach into the road and put a temporary 
bridge over it, estimated to be complete at 
end of the year. Phase 2 to begin in spring 
2015, to put two sets of two culverts in place, 
reinstate the road and do away with need for 
temporary bridge.  
Road closures to last for 11 weeks from 
September 29. 
 
Results of archaeological surveys for Beer 
Wall and Muchelney have been received, 
and will be assessed by the County 
Archaeologist. 

Funding and Delivery of long-term Flood 
Risk Management and Resilient 
Infrastructure   
Not all the actions in the FAP have funding 
identified.  This work is being led by the EA 
and will initially focus on assessing and 
estimating the wide ranging impacts and 

 
 
 
Draft Economic Impact Assessment of 
flooding on the Somerset Levels and Moors. 
completed.  
 

 
 
 
Preliminary outputs and findings of the  
Economic Impact Assessment were 
presented earlier this month with interim 
figures, to partners for consultation - 
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losses as a result of flooding on the 
Somerset Levels and Moors during the 
winter of 2013/14. The results will help build 
the business case for further long term 
investment, which may be delivered by a 
range of organisations with infrastructure 
interests on the SLM.  
It includes: 

 Assessing the economic impact of 
various severities of flooding and longer 
duration flooding 

 Establishing potential funding options for 
investment in and maintenance of flood 
defences 

 Working with stakeholders to identify, 
fund and deliver infrastructure solutions 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The team is working with infrastructure 
providers such as Network Rail and the 
Highways Agency to understand how key 
transport and utility infrastructure is affected 
by flooding and what joint funding and 
delivery opportunities may exist.  

including Network Rail, Environment Agency, 
Highways Agency, National Farmers Union, 
Somerset County Council, Natural England, 
Wessex Water.  
Final report due at end November. 
 
Key infrastructure providers workshop was 
held in mid October, including organisations 
above.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Building Local Resilience 
This work is being led by South Somerset 
District Council and SCC’s Civil 
Contingencies Unit. It aims to help make 
communities which are at risk of flooding 
better prepared to respond and cope with it, 
keeping damage and disruption to a 
minimum. 
 
It includes: 

 Recovery support for households, 
businesses and farmers affected by the 
floods 

 Administering grants 

 Helping communities develop Local Flood 
Plans 

 
Community Recovery and Resilience Officer 
started in post to work with flood affected 
communities and help them prepare 
community resilience plans, identify other 
actions and projects to improve resilience 
 
 
Ongoing support work to help business, 
farming and community access recovery 
funds 
 
Resilience website being procured  
 
 
 

 
Officer holding drop-in and flood plan group 
meetings, keen to work in partnership with 
parish councils and local communities. Initial 
meetings completed by end October (see 
Diary Dates below for details) 
 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
Expected to go live in the winter, will be a 
source of information, advice, case studies 
and practical help to promote community 
resilience and support communities to help 
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 A resilience website to help householders 
and communities with a range of advice  

 Establishing a Community Resilience in 
Somerset Project (CRISP) 

 

 
 
 
 
  

themselves in an emergency.  It will also 
contain information for the emergency 
services and other emergency responders.  
 
 

Somerset Rivers Board (SRB) 
This project is being jointly led by SCC and 
the Somerset Drainage Boards. The 
proposed Rivers Board will be a way for local 
partners to take more responsibility for flood 
risk and water management, and this work 
will include proposals for a catchment-wide 
mechanism to generate additional funds. 
 

 
Developing and agreeing options for the 
Somerset Rivers Board’s role, structure, 
tasks, funding and legal requirements. 
Meetings held with key partners to develop 
proposals and firm up options, including 
county and district councils, Internal 
Drainage Boards, Environment Agency, 
Natural England, Department for the 
Environment Food and Rural Affairs, 
Department for Communities and Local 
Government, Wessex Regional Flood and 
Coastal Committee. 
 
 
Meetings with Somerset Water Management 
Partnership, the National Farmers Union, the 
Country Landowners Association, Flooding 
on the Levels Action Group, West Somerset 
Flood Group, as part of first phase of 
informal consultation on proposals  

 
Ongoing, completion anticipated in the 
autumn; preferred option for all elements to 
be confirmed by December 2014, with 
Shadow SRB planned for spring 2015. 
Exchange of information and ideas with 
Lincolnshire Strategic Flood Risk 
Partnership. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Informal consultation meetings ongoing, 
including Wessex Regional Flood and 
Coastal Committee, and Somerset Flood 
Risk Advisory Group. 

 

Meetings / Diary Dates 
 

Date 
 

Event 

October 29 Drop-in sessions for local businesses affected by flooding, with Business Village Agent – North Petherton Bowling 
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Club, Wednesday 6pm – 8pm 

Nov 4, 18 Flood Support Coffee Mornings with Village Agents and Flood Support Team, Coronation Hall, Burrowbridge, 11am -
1pm 

Nov 3 
 

Public meeting hosted by Police & Crime Commissioner and Somerset County Council – including presentations from 
local authorities, emergency services and Environment Agency, on joint plans should flooding happen in Somerset; 
6.30pm – 9.30pm at the Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre, School Road, Taunton. Attendants must register in advance either 
online, by emailing pcc@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk or calling 01275 816377. 

Nov 4 Insurance Session organised by Community Council for Somerset. Information and advice, including Association of 
British Insurers on Flood Re; also the National Flood Forum. Othery Village Hall, 6pm – 8pm 

November 13, 
December 11, 
January 15 

Drop-in sessions for local businesses affected by flooding, with Business Village Agent – Great Bow Whart, Langport, 
9am – 1pm 

December 10 South West branch of the Association of Drainage Authorities (SWADA) AGM, 10 December, 10.30am, Oaktree 
Arena, Highbridge (open to the public). 

Weekly drop-in Dredging Drop-in - every Wednesday at main site compound, Burrowbridge (Gillards / Samways Farm), 4.30pm – 
6.30pm; ongoing, individual queries. 

Weekly drop-in Moorland Hub Coffee Morning - every Wednesday, Moorland & Fordgate Community Hub (Village Hall car park),  
11- 1pm  

Fortnightly 
drop-in 

Flood Support Meeting – currently Wednesdays fortnightly at North Petherton Bowling Club 6 – 8pm; individual 
queries, various agencies present. 

Drop-in plus 
Flood Plan 
Meetings with 
Stewart 
Granger, FAP 
Community 
Resilience and 
Recovery 
Officer 

Stewart will hold the following drop-in and flood plan group meetings. If you would like to be involved, please contact 
him at SGranger@somerset.gov.uk 

 Regular drop-in about flood and community resilience, at the Moorland Hub; Wednesdays every other week, 
starting November 5, from 6.30pm – 8.30pm  

 Burrowbridge Flood Plan Group - first meeting to form group, at Burrowbridge School, October 27, 7.30pm 

 Moorland Flood Plan Group  - meeting at 10 Rivers House, East Quay, Bridgwater, 24 October, 10 am – 12 

 Aller Flood Plan Group  - first meeting to form group at The Old Pound Pub, Aller, 30 October, 7pm 

 Oath Flood Plan Group - first meeting to form group, at Oath Hill Farm, 23 or 24 October (to be confirmed, 
email for details) 
 

Site visits To arrange Skanska site visits for school or community groups at Muchelney and Beer Wall – contact John Compton, 
Community Engagement Officer at John.compton@workingwith.skanska.uk 

 

 

http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZXZlbnRicml0ZS5jby51ay9lL3NvbWVyc2V0LWZsb29kLXJlc3BvbnNlLXB1YmxpYy1tZWV0aW5nLXRpY2tldHMtMTM1NDc3MzI2MzM%3d&r=4360782868&d=997054&p=1&t=h&h=8675ec28ae3266a68bcd9f7f000e9948
mailto:pcc@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk
mailto:John.compton@workingwith.skanska.uk

