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Hinkley Point C Archaeology – Frequently 
Asked Questions 

Q How large is the Hinkley Point site? 
Equivalent to approximately 160 football pitches, it is made up of agricultural land 
and wooded areas which is split in two parts by a field boundary. 
 

Q Why have archaeological excavations taken place at Hinkley 
Point? 

There is a legal requirement under Environmental Impact legislation and National 
Planning rules that national infrastructure projects such as Hinkley Point take full 
account of the likely impacts upon the historic environment. Hinkley Point C 
developers EDF Energy commissioned AMEC Foster Wheeler and Cotswold 
Archaeology to carry out an archaeological assessment and evaluation of the site on 
its behalf. 

This was a key chapter in the Environmental Impact Assessment EDF Energy 
needed to complete in order to apply for planning permission for a new power 
station. 

It is also a legal requirement in the form of a planning condition linked to the granting 
of planning permission by West Somerset Council. The Somerset Historic 
Environment Service monitors the archaeological excavation work for WSC and 
Somerset County Council. The archaeological work was specified by Amec Foster 
Wheeler and the work has been carried out by Cotswold Archaeology, EDF Energy’s 
consultant archaeologists. 

 
Q Who is paying for the excavations? 

EDF Energy, which is also funding a Hinkley archaeology outreach programme 
delivered by SWHT for Somerset County Council. 
 

Q Where and when have the Hinkley archaeological excavations 
taken place? 

Several large area excavations have been carried out at the main Hinkley Point C 
development site alongside further extensive excavations on the line of the proposed 
Cannington by-pass (more information on Cannington below). 
 
The first, seven-month archaeological excavation began at the main Hinkley Point C 
site in March 2012.  
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Further excavations then took place in the summer of 2014 on the site of the 
Cannington by-pass, along with further digs at Hinkley, which are still on-going. 
 
 

Q What does the archaeological work involve? 
As part of the planning application, a very detailed archaeological assessment of the 
whole area was carried out by AMEC Foster Wheeler and Cotswold Archaeology for 
EDF Energy.  This involved the checking of historic maps, plans, aerial photographs, 
field walking and the carrying out a geophysical survey of the whole site.  
 
A series of trial trenches were then dug to assess the quality and extent of the 
surviving archaeological remains.  Following on from this phase of work several 
extensive areas of archaeological importance were fully excavated and recorded. 
 
 

Q So is the area around Hinkley Point of historical and 
archaeological importance? 

The history of the area has long-been recorded in maps, documents and in people’s 
memories.  

Archaeological remains are very visible at sites such as the Iron Age hill fort at 
Cannington and the 12th century castle remains at Stogursey.   

At Cannington an early Dark Age cemetery discovered in the 1960s was excavated 
and recorded in advance of extensive stone quarrying. 

At the main entrance to the Hinkley Point site is the Late Neolithic/early Bronze Age 
burial mound of Wick Barrow. It was investigated in the early 1900s and it is an 
important and significant prehistoric monument. The area proposed for the new 
power station complex had the potential to reveal a range of archaeological sites and 
this turned out to be the case. 

Our recent work has further revealed a wealth of archaeological remains typical of 
rural settlements through the ages. 

These include a Bronze Age enclosure, Iron Age and Roman farms alongside 
evidence of burials and cremations. A cemetery of Dark Age date (c 500-750AD) has 
recently been found on the west side of the Hinkley Point site. 

Two other sites have been uncovered on the line of the Cannington by-pass site: a 
small Bronze Age settlement and Romano-British period building (circa 3rd Century 
AD).  
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Q So what has Cotswold Archaeology discovered? 
• Our evidence indicates people lived and farmed here during the Iron Age 

and Roman periods. They divided the land into fields and enclosures to grow 
crops and keep domesticated animals 

• They built circular buildings which had a range of different uses, often 
linked to farming. We have also discovered the remains of a Roman period 
stone building, used for drying cereal crops 

• We have found ‘everyday’ items, including pottery, coins and brooches, 
and fragments of imported pottery, which indicates that they were able to 
access luxury goods, such as olive oil or wine, from the Mediterranean 

• We stumbled upon the remains of a sunken-floored building at Hinkley 
Point, which may date to the Sub-Roman period or Dark Ages, and the only 
one known in this part of Somerset 

• Evidence of hunters and gatherers, from tiny worked flint tools called 
microliths, dating back 10,000 years, has been found in nearby fields 

• A number of later flint tools have been discovered dating from the 
Neolithic and Bronze Age periods, when people were established farmers. 

• Along with land division dating to the Bronze Age, where two parallel ditches 
were dug running east-west across the site 

• A recent find of a Dark Age cemetery with more than 100 burials (dating 
from the 7th century) has been found on the west side of the site.  Work 
continues on the excavation and recording this important site. 

 
 

Q More recent history? 
People lived and farmed in this area for a long period of time.  Seventeenth and 
eighteenth century maps show fields, buildings and tracks in this area while the later, 
Tithe Map of c1840 shows remnants of the medieval field system with common fields 
divided into strips. 
 
The word “Penhole” appears on a 1794 map, and we know that Benhole farm once 
stood here. Benhole Farm had various different owners, some of whom show up in 
the census. A Mary Wills lived here with her family until she was 7 years old.  During 
a recent oral history project, Mary gave a lively account of her happy childhood, from 
making stick horses and eating the butter and cream made by her mother, to riding 
on the shire horses Pleasant and Darling and avoiding the school attendance officer.  
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Q Can you tell us more about the Dark Age cemetery? 

The skeletons are still being carefully excavated on site under a special Home Office 
licence. Radio Carbon dating has shown that two of the burials discovered date from 
the 7th century. We will be conducting further scientific research to reveal more about 
the people who were buried here. 

Most of the bodies are lying East-West, with the head at the western end of the 
grave, which suggests that this was a Christian cemetery. We know there were 
family groups buried together, and separate, lone individuals.  

 

Q How long will further scientific research on the burials take 
once this excavation is complete? 

The excavation is expected to continue into spring 2015. Once complete, the 
scientific research on the remains can get underway. It will be a delicate process that 
could take several years, so at this stage it is hard to say how long this will be. 

 

Q What will happen to the skeletons then? 
The South West Heritage Trust will curate the remains in line with the ‘Policy for the 
Care of Human Remains 2011’. By sticking to this policy, SWHT will ensure it is 
collecting, researching and curating human remains in a way that treats them with 
the greatest respect and care, and maximises their research and educational use. 

 
Q What will scientific research on the remains hope to uncover? 

We are going to carry out detailed analysis of the skeletal remains. This will enable 
us to see if there is evidence of disease or injury. We can also see if any of them is 
linked as family groups, get an idea of their diet, where they came from and lived.  

We expect to piece together lots of individual stories about how people, lived, died 
and were buried. We think we’ve got several periods here in this one burial ground, 
because there are ‘phases’ to the yard. The yard measures around 100m x 100m. 

 
Q Why build a by-pass at Cannington? 

A by-pass will be built at Cannington to take construction traffic to the new proposed 
power station, Hinkley Point C. It will start to the south west of Cannington village 
from a current roundabout on the A39, and will run to the west of Cannington, 
crossing Withiel Drive, Sandy Lane and Chad’s Hill, before joining up with the 
Rodway to the north of Cannington. 
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Q Has any previous archaeological work been carried out at 

Cannington? 
An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by Cotswold Archaeology between 
November 2010 and January 2011 in north-west Cannington, which revealed 
archaeology dating from the early Bronze Age to the modern period.   
 
The centre of the route proved of particular interest, showing a series of potential 
quarry pits, walls and pottery dating from the late Iron Age to the Roman period. 
 
 

Q Have the Cannington 2014 excavations uncovered anything? 
The archaeologists found the foundations of stone walls, with features cut in through 
later quarrying. This turned out to be a Roman villa with a bath house and an 
agricultural building, which was probably a barn. 
 
Other finds have included Iron Age and Roman pottery sherds. The Iron Age pottery 
includes decorated Glastonbury ware, while the Roman pottery includes Samian 
ware imported from Gaul (France) and grey wares. There were also Roman roof and 
floor tiles, coins, a brooch, and hairpins. 
 
 

Q WHEN was Wick Barrow excavated? 
In 1907 Harold St George Gray excavated the site, with a team including members 
of the Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society and the Viking 
Club.  Many barrows of this type were thought to represent Danish or Viking burial 
sites. 
 
 

Q WHAT is Wick Barrow? 
Wick Barrow is a rare example of a Neolithic round barrow, dating from around 6,000 
years ago.  It measures about 25 metres in diameter and is over 2m metres high.  A 
barrow is a name given to a structure for burying the dead. 
 
 

Q WHERE is Wick Barrow? 
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Wick Barrow lies at the entrance to the Hinkley Point site close to Hinkley Point B 
nuclear power station on the south side of limestone ridge, with good views to the 
North and East over Wick Moor. 

 
 

Q What did Harold St George Gray discover inside the Wick 
Barrow mound? 

The barrow contained a roughly circular, dry stone-walled enclosure, about 10 
metres in diameter.  An earlier, unrecorded excavation is believed to have removed 
an original human burial.  Romano-British pottery and a coin of Constantine (AD 
335-337) were found towards the base of this earlier excavation shaft.  
 
 

Q Did George Gray’s 1907 Wick Barrow excavation uncover 
anything? 

The excavators discovered human remains, pottery beakers and flint tools.  The 
majority of the burials found by Gray lay above, but mostly within the area of the 
walled enclosure.  The main burials included three crouched skeletons dating to the 
late Neolithic, about 4,400 years ago.  Skeleton 1 was accompanied by a bell 
shaped beaker.  Skeletons 2 and 3 were accompanied by long necked beakers and 
flint tools.  The finds from Wick Barrow are on display in the Museum of Somerset. 
 
 

Q What will happen once ALL Hinkley-related excavations are 
complete? 

The careful work of cleaning, identifying and interpreting the finds and other 
evidence begins.  A report will be produced and the finds and archives deposited 
with the South West Heritage Trust.  This will take several years. 

 
Q What is the Hinkley Point Archaeology Outreach Project? 

Funded by EDF Energy, it is an exciting learning opportunity based on the 
archaeological excavations which have taken place at Hinkley Point and Cannington.  

The project offers formal learning opportunities for schools and colleges, along with 
events and activities for special interest groups, families and other people, both 
young and old. Activities have taken place across Somerset, but with a focus around 
the Hinkley Point area.  
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Further information can be found at www.archaeologyathinkleypoint.wordpress.com 

Five films have been made of the excavations, and these will be accessible as part 
of the exhibition ‘Landscapes of Power, the History and Archaeology of Hinkley 
Point’ being held at the Museum of Somerset, as well as through social media. 

 
Q Was archaeological work carried out before the construction 

of Hinkley Point A & B? 
No such work was completed nor requested, as archaeological monitoring was not 
required at the time of construction of the two earlier power stations – between 1957 
and 1976. Thankfully that has now changed. 

 
Q Are these archaeological discoveries, particularly the burial 

ground, of national importance? 
The discovery of the burial site is significant for Somerset and the region but it will 
not become a scheduled monument. 

Much of the archaeology is typical of Iron Age or Roman activity which was common 
throughout Somerset. The cemetery is an unusual discovery, although another 
cemetery at Cannington was discovered and excavated at Cannington only 4.5miles 
away from the main Hinkley development. 

 
Q Will members of the public be able to see the burial excavation 

as it continues? 
Public access to the site is not possible. We have created five films which give the 
public a virtual tour of all our work, so they can hear the full story of the project, and 
see exactly what we’ve done. These will be available online via social media and can 
be watched at the Museum of Somerset’s ‘Landscapes of Power’ exhibition. 

Ends 

 

http://www.archaeologyathinkleypoint.wordpress.com/

