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Background 
Somerset County Council, as the highway authority, has a statutory duty to 
maintain the roads in Somerset; with the exception of the motorway and trunk 
roads. There are around 4,000 miles of highway network in total, all requiring 
some form of maintenance at some time in its life. 
 
The A39 Causeway at Street is showing signs of significant structural failure. 
There are numerous cracks in the road and settlement across the carriageway 
width.  
 
 
Proposed works 
Fundamental to the long 
term performance of any 
road is what lies beneath. 
Site investigation has 
revealed the road foundation 
is poorly constructed and 
weak in some areas. 
 
The proposed maintenance 
works will include excavation 
of the existing road surface 
and stabilisation of the road foundation using an innovative resin injection 
system.   
 
The deep injection process strengthens the road foundation and improves 
structural strength without further excavations or replacement of road materials.  
This technique will also keep costs down and is better for the environment by 
vastly reducing the need to transport and dispose of materials. 
 
The whole length of the road between Street roundabout and the Red Brick 
Buildings will also be resurfaced (see plan on the last page of this Information 
Sheet). 
 
Please be reminded, the A39 will have to be fully closed during the works. 
Regrettably, it is not possible to physically do the job while maintaining a safe 
zone for the workforce and the travelling public. The road closure is from 
Saturday 22 October 2016 to Sunday 30 October 2016 – autumn half term. 



Road closure diversion route 
During the maintenance works, traffic will be directed away from the A39 
Causeway using a signed diversion route (see plan below). We have a duty to 
publish a diversion route on the same class road as the closure to make sure it 
is suitable for all vehicles, including HGVs. As with any road closure, drivers are 
free to use local knowledge and judgement to seek their own alternatives, but 
we would strongly urge them to pay close attention to road signs.  
 

 
 
Public utilities 
During the development and design of the maintenance works, we have liaised 
with all public utility companies to ensure their equipment is in good condition 
and there are no planned maintenance works in the pipeline – no pun intended!   
 
The only major equipment affected is the water main and the water company 
has confirmed the main is in good condition and there are no plans for 
maintenance. 
 
More information 
We recognise this will inevitably have a big impact on the community and we 
will do our very best to manage and mitigate the effects of the works. 
 
Over the coming months, we will continue to inspect the A39 and carry out 
repairs as necessary. In the meantime, if you have any questions, queries or 
observations on the works, please use the contact details below: 
 
Call 0300 123 2224 or email countyroads-mendip@somerset.gov.uk 
 



You can find out more about planned road works in Somerset and receive live 
traffic and travel information by following @TravelSomerset on Twitter or by 
visiting www.travelsomerset.co.uk. 
 
 
Scheme location plan illustrating the extent of works. 

 


