
 

Alison White 

Alison has gone out of her way to help people in our community for many 

years.  This is done quietly and inconspicuously and we consider that a 

recognition for her dedication would be most appropriate. 

Her connections with the Baptist Church allow her to identify those who 

require all kinds of assistance.  Her activities include visiting the 

housebound, offering transport, delivers meals on wheels, goes shopping 

and offers hospitality to name but a few. 

The Friends of Deane Barton 

The Friends of Deane Barton are a small voluntary group formed in 

March 2011.  Their aim is to raise funds and provide amenities to support 

patients and medical staff at Dene Barton Community Hospital in Cotford 

St Luke.  

They have raised funds through coffee mornings, their annual fete, by 

sourcing local business sponsorship and by way of grants and donations 

given generously by the local community.   

The friends of Dene Barton have worked so hard to enrich the lives of the 

patients and staff and their tireless efforts have provided books for 

dementia patients, and a quiet room for relatives as well as televisions for 

each patient in their rooms. 



Allan and Susan Sutton are going to collect the award on behalf of the 

group this evening. 

Amanda Triggol 

Amanda has been a resident of Chedzoy for many years, a village 

without a pub, a shop or a school.  A recently retired farmer’s wife and 

child carer, three years ago she undertook the secretaryship of the 

recently extended village hall. 

The hall, having installed a licensed bar and extended catering facilities, 

has become a popular function venue and meeting place.  Amanda has 

acted as a brilliant catalyst, enlisting the support and assistance of an 

army of likeminded people, ensuring the success of regular and special 

events for both adults and children. 

During the past years, as a result of her enthusiasm she has raised , 

through her monthly ‘pop in for a pint’ evenings, various community 

events and a weekend of celebrations for the Queen’s birthday, over 

£4500, all of which has been donated to national charities’ as well as the 

village playgroup, the playing field and the church.   

Although an ‘unsustainable’ village, the village has grown over the past 

few years and it is in no small measure that Amanda Triggol has ensure 

that Chedzoy is a happy, thriving and sociable place to be. 

 



Barbara Nichols 

Barbara has lived in Durston since 1962 and is now 92 years old. 

Her commitment to both our Village Hall and church has been 

outstanding.  Over the years she has been a very hard working member 

of Durston Village Hall Committee, President of Durston WI and a regular 

member of our small church congregation.  She was also one of a very 

small band of church cleaners and regularly did the church flowers.  

Barbara, a very keen needlewoman, also made one of the altar cloths.   It 

is only in very recent years that Barbara has had to cut back on her 

activities but she still attends events when she is able to do so. 

Barbara remains the most modest and selfless of people.  Locally we 

recognise her dedicated contribution and are very pleased that she will 

be receiving this award. 

Beryl Garton 

Beryl gives so much of her time to others, she helps to organise events 

and social gatherings for the good fellowship club, Milford Community 

Association and St Marks Church, Yeovil.  All of which benefit the young 

and old in Yeovil, including people with disabilities.  This includes 

assisting with many social events including bingo, ballroom dancing, chair 

exercise, afternoon teas and a Christmas fair. 

 



Beryl is also the church representative on the Milford Community 

Committee and she helps the Church with catering and runs the 

Allotment Gardens located at St Mark’s.  The garden offers individual, 

family and community plots, a communal herb garden, seating a flower 

garden and much more. 

We would like to thank Beryl for all of her hard work.   

Cheryl Newman 

Cheryl is well known for a significant amount of voluntary effort and is 

recognised as being amongst the most determined and hardworking of 

the town’s volunteers.  Born and brought up in a Crewkerne pub, Cheryl 

has always combined her community work with a sense of fun and 

occasion.   

Both before and more particularly since her retirement as canteen 

manager, she has thrown herself into many aspects of community life.  A 

large number of town organisations have benefitted from Cheryl’s input – 

not least the Aqua Centre, the Museum and the Day Centre.  For all 

these efforts she was made an honoured citizen of Crewkerne in 2011. 

Over many years she has been associated with the Crewkerne and 

district twinning association and has been its Chair for almost 10 years.  

Through her infectious enthusiasm, twinning the town has thrived.  Along 

with the Mayor, Cheryl was invited to France to inaugurate the 



celebrations at the start of this year and then organised a coachload of 55 

residents to visit Igny in the spring. At her behest, Crewkerne and its twin 

town in France frequently flies the Somerset flag, flown always with pride 

and affection. 

Cheryl has an easy manner and her dedication and sense of fun rubs off 

on to many other local people.  She is a tremendous example not only for 

the town but for Somerset more generally.   

Peter Garrett 

Over the last ten years, Peter has been heavily involved in many aspects 

of village life.  Sadly, ill health has now forced him to reduce his 

commitments and the village wish to take this opportunity to recognise 

the important contribution he has made.   

Peter served as a Parish Councillor from 2005 to 2015 during which time 

he was elected Chair and Deputy Chair for various periods only standing 

down as Councillor at the last election. 

He has acted as Ash Sports Ground Manager (unpaid) on behalf of the 

Parish Council for seven years.  This entailed: managing the sports 

pavilion; sports field cleanliness and safety; monitoring the condition of 

fences and gates and the safety of the children’s play area.   Under his 

leadership, the sports field has received awards from the SPFA for the 

last two years running. 



He was a founder member of the Ash Community Speed Watch team (a 

country wide project, which, of course, started in Ash) and stood for many 

hours monitoring and reporting speeding vehicles.  

Peter also organised the Ash Produce Show for several years.  At a time 

when it seems ever more difficult to get people to give up their time to 

work voluntarily for the community, Peter has set a great example, which 

should not go unremarked. 

David Freemantle 

David Freemantle has been a stalwart of Crowcombe community for 

more years than I care to remember, and is always keen to dedicate his 

time, skills and knowledge to any village project by actively helping at 

events, fundraising or setting up specific projects.  He has served as 

Church Warden and holds many other voluntary posts of Chairman, 

Trustee and Committee Member. 

David has been instrumental in setting up various projects, including a 

theatre group, a village magazine, a cinema in the village hall, the annual 

firework display and the yearly Remembrance Day Parade, along with 

many others. 

David has organised many fundraising events, including opening his 

beautiful gardens, with funds being used for local and national projects.  

David was instrumental in raising money to build two much needed bus 



shelters and through him the village was awarded the highest amount of 

money (£230,000) ever given by the Lottery Commission for a new 

village hall. 

David, along with his wife Rosemary, set up an afternoon tea and talk for 

the more senior community members and both work as volunteers in our 

community shop, where David is responsible for the weekly rota. 

The village of Crowcombe owes David a huge debt of gratitude, not just 

for his inexhaustible energy, but also for his skills, knowledge and most of 

all, his time. 

David Stanton - deceased 

For over 30 years David gave his time to All Saints Church in Oakhill, 

firstly as a member of the PCC and then more recently as Church 

warden.  At his first meeting the PCC were expected to vote for closure 

but that all changed and he gave all to ensuring the church remained 

open. This meant overseeing projects such as re-roofing, supporting the 

building of a church room and looking after the general fabric of the 

church.  He always looked for ways to ensure the church remained a 

viable building, promoting fundraising events, getting the magazine to the 

printers and running the 50:50 Club. 

By trade David was a carpenter and plumber, skills which he put to good 

use both in looking after the church but also when coming to the aid of 



parishioners.  He turned his hand at helping around the Parish whether it 

was general maintenance of the Village hall or doing DIY for parishioners 

or the school.  He would help anyone, often giving his time freely. 

David is a very worthy recipient of the Chairman’s Award for his 

contribution to our community. 

David Worker 

David Worker has lived in the Parish of Shipham for over 25 years, during 

which time he has been prominent in promoting village and community 

life. He established a Neighbourhood Watch Group, founded the 

Shipham Wine Information Group and is a leading member of the 

Shipham Players Drama Group.  David is still a major driving force in 

both organisations. 

However, David’s most significant contribution to the Community was in 

the creation of a brand new Village Hall, which was opened in August 

2005. David initiated and led the team that conceived, designed, financed 

and built the Hall bringing together on a voluntary basis the professional 

skills and commitment of the Villagers. It involved the sale of the two 

small village Halls and required considerable tenacity to raise the 

necessary external finance, design and manage the construction of the 

Hall and achieve local consensus. Since the Hall was opened debt free, 

he has remained Executive Chairman of Shipham Village Hall Trust, the 



Charity that owns and runs the Hall and has put considerable thought, 

ability and effort into maintaining high property standards and enabling 

many village events to take place. 

The Hall is regarded as one of the best Community facilities in the County 

and holds all three Village Hall Hallmark Awards. The Hall has enabled 

many of the village organisations to flourish and inspired several others to 

be established, such as the Youth Club, which otherwise would not have 

happened. The Hall is a valuable asset to the Parish and the wider 

community.  

David’s commitment, energy and enthusiasm for the Hall have greatly 

enhanced the strong community spirit that exists in the Parish. 

Dean Whitaker – Holway Local Action Team 

The Holway Local Action Team has been run by a small core group for 

several years. They are Dean Whitaker, Sue Morkane, Lucy Hanson, 

Bruce Inglis and Melanie Scanlan. The LAT raises funds for and helps 

staff a weekly youth club at the YMCA in Taunton. The LAT does regular 

speed watch sessions.  The group has most recently started Holway Little 

Litter Pickers and runs them monthly on a Saturday morning for parents 

and primary school aged children.  After collecting litter from the streets 

of Holway, everyone enjoys a lunch together which is provided by the 

team.  The group also supports a knit and natter group at Holway School 



led by former member Judy Hegarty.  The ladies knit for the Special Care 

Baby Unit. 

This small team of people give up a great deal of time to help the local 

community in Holway and are deserving of this Award as a group in 

recognition of their hard work and perseverance. 

Dean Whitaker, as Chair of the team, is here to collect the Award. 

Hannah Francis - deceased 

On the 1 August Hannah passed away.  No words can begin to express 

the heartbreak we all continue to feel, but amongst our sadness, we are 

so immensely proud of the spirit, determination and courage she showed 

throughout her illness.  If ever there was a person to show us how to live, 

then Hannah Francis was the one.  We would watch in awe at her blunt, 

practical attitude towards her illness and to this day wondered how on 

earth she did it.  She really was one of life’s remarkable people. 

Riding was her passion and her life.  Even when she was diagnosed with 

a most aggressive cancer of the bone, she continued to ride and compete 

whenever she could.  She even fulfilled her lifelong dream and rode her 

horse internationally at the Tattersalls Event in Ireland. 

Despite the constant pain brought on by her illness and the battle she 

fought with the treatment, Hannah went on to raise tens of thousands of 

pounds for various Cancer charities, but also raised awareness of 



Osteosarcoma. With one small cuddly soft toy pony, affectionately called 

Willberry, Hannah had not only found an unlikely sidekick, but something 

which became the heart of her incredible charity work. 

The local community supported her from the start with auctions, a Black 

Tie Ball, Pony Club events, sponsored rides and even a Mad Hatters Tea 

Party organised by her Gran, which was actually one of the last events 

Hannah was able to attend.  Along the way, Hannah met her sporting 

idols and made sure they all had their own little replica of Willberry.  

Hannah may have met her idols, but anyone who met Hannah quickly 

realised they were in the presence of a true hero.  A humble, beautiful 

girl, who despite every challenge she had thrown her way, showed us all 

how to get the most out of life. 

This summer Hannah’s Willberry Wonder Pony charity was registered.  

All money raised will go towards researching Osteosarcoma and granting 

equestrian wishes to people with life limiting conditions.  Hannah was a 

remarkable person and through the Charity and the memories shared by 

us all, her legacy will always live on. 

Helen Baker 

Helen first became involved with the village youth club as a helper when 

her daughter joined several years ago.  She took over as Leader shortly 

after and the club has rapidly increased in popularity and attracted many 



more young people.  Helen studied toward youth work qualifications in 

her own time and in 2015 achieved several qualifications for all her hard 

work and obtained Safe and Welcoming status for the youth club.  She 

has worked with the Somerset Rural Youth Project as an outreach worker 

engaging with difficult to reach young people and has plans to open a 

second youth club.  She is also writing a ‘Woolavington Parish Youth 

Plan’ to identify issues faced by young people in Woolavington and how 

they might be resolved. 

Helen has operated a job club in the village hall from 2013 to 2015 and in 

2014 she was appointed as community worker for Woolavington.  She 

also serves on the village hall management committee and has filled the 

position of caretaker for a period.  

We would like to thank Helen for all of her hard work. 

Hilary Doble 

Hilary is our local post-lady and has been so for a long time.  She 

consistently works above and beyond her substantive duties and 

provides help and support to many of our villagers.  Hilary has been 

known to return escaped dogs to their owners; give support to a family 

whose dog had gone blind; and placed refuse bins back into the garden 

of those she knows are on holiday and many other acts of kindness.   



She is always helpful and in this increasingly challenging world we live in, 

it is pleasing to know that someone is out there keeping an eye on those 

who live in our small community – AND she does a great job of delivering 

the post! 

Whilst Hilary does not live in Somerset, she works here and this 

nomination is for her support of this rural community.  Whilst we are not 

very far from Taunton we have no shop and no bus service to speak of 

and as such we are very reliant upon community minded individuals like 

Hilary. 

Jacquie Manning 

Jacquie has dedicated her life to the young people of Bridgwater.  She 

taught for some 40 years at Eastover School and upon retirement she 

stayed as a volunteer for many years.  Over the years she has helped 

hundreds of children and was known for taking pupils on trips and 

ensured they were able to take part in the annual country dancing at 

Wells Cathedral. 

She gave up her own time to help tutor struggling pupils, year after year 

pupils left Eastover better for her support and tuition, many going on to 

achieve things that without Mrs Manning’s help would have been 

impossible, some coming back after many years to thank her. 



She is an accomplished pianist, playing for school events and in her 

spare time teaching - in a lot of cases for free.  She still gives her time 

freely to many causes most recently she is playing piano weekly at 

Avalon court for adults with dementia. 

She is a real inspiration and for over half a century has been an amazing 

role model. 

Jane Knight & Roz Meikle – Village Spirit 

Jane and Roz have been nominated for this award not only for their 

initiative in setting up ‘Village Spirit’, but for the way in which they operate 

this car scheme, which serves Blagdon Hill and the neighbouring village 

of Angersleigh and the hamlet of Lowton. 

Having identified and confirmed the need for a car scheme in the area, 

and having recruited a number of drivers, the West Somerset Care 

Scheme Partnership was launched.   

The scheme now has nine drivers who take passengers to medical 

appointments and other engagements such as hairdressing or social 

appointments.  Each passenger is treated individually and drivers 

allocated accordingly.  Drivers will offer the passenger the support and 

encouragement that the situation requires, taking people to hospital 

appointments or a partially sighted person to a social function. 



This scheme is a fine example of how two committed people addressed 

the transport needs of a scattered rural community and using their 

initiative established a local, friendly car scheme, tailored to meet the 

needs of the individual. 

Robin and Jeni Skidmore 

Robin and Jeni have made a particularly significant long term contribution 

to the management and running of Allerton Old School Room, which is 

used as a village hall by the local community.  Robin is Chairman of the 

Allerton Old School Room Committee and Jeni is the bookings secretary.  

They set up the room beautifully for meetings and activity groups.  The 

Hall is always warm and welcoming and there are often arrangements of 

seasonal flowers from their garden.  Recently, they were the driving force 

behind a major refurbishment and re-decoration of the Old School Room 

which greatly improved it.  This entailed considerable fund raising.  Every 

year they organise and cater a fund raising quiz for the Old School Room 

which is an enormously popular village event and allows the Committee 

to keep down fees for hiring the hall.    Jeni is President of the WI and 

has introduced popular new events.  She has also been instrumental in 

organizing and catering monthly village lunches.   Jeni is also on the 

flower rota for Chapel Allerton church and does beautiful arrangements 

for village weddings and festivals.     Robin served the community as a 



Parish Councillor.  Robin and Jeni have also helped at the Avalon Camps 

which provide holidays for children who would not otherwise be able to 

afford to go on holiday.    

Last but not least, Jeni was awarded a prize for having the best 

“Somerset Village Shop” in 1992.  She has now retired and the shop has 

closed, but it was a wonderful asset for the community when she and 

Robin owned it. 

Jo Dalton-Leggett  

Jo moved to Mudford in 1985.  She became a member of the Parochial 

Church Council of St Mary’s, Mudford and later became Church Warden 

which she remains to this day. 

As co-ordinator of St Mary's Mudford Lay Ministry team, Jo organises and 

Chairs meetings of a small team that organises the church’s special 

services and events for example, Palm Sunday Procession through the 

village, Christingle and Café Church in the Village Hall.  Jo leads and 

officiates as required where no priest or lay reader is available. Jo 

organises Home Study Group, the Village Hall Café Church, which 

reaches out to many people.  Events are very well attended by many 

people of the village and surrounding parishes. Jo was the Sunday 

school organiser / teacher for a number of years until 2005 and another 



talent is editing and producing an A4 leaflet containing Church and 

Village news.  

Life continues for Jo in Volunteering, raising funds and organising village 

activities including: the church bookstall and family Fun Days.  Jo helps 

out at numerous other events, such as Harvest Lunch, Senior Citizens & 

Friends of St Mary’s Christmas Lunches, preparing and serving food, 

clearing and washing up.  The Harvest and Christmas lunches are really 

special events, loved by so many of the community.  

Finally, another area of Joe’s huge energy is given to the Mudford 

pantomime. This brings all ages together, giving them a focus during the 

long winter months. Being a founder member of the Mudford Players, she 

has revived the old tradition of an annual village pantomime. Jo was 

Chair for 3 of the 4 years of its current incarnation, produced & directed 

the first two Panto’s, directed the third and took a role in the 4th.   The 

pantomime is a special occasion for the parish and all tickets are sold 

within hours of going on sale. Jo, you have touched and inspired so many 

people’s lives. The village and surrounding parishes are deeply grateful 

to you. for all you have done and do. It may not always be shown, but we 

are all very grateful. You richly deserve this award. 

 

 



Joan Barnes 

Joan Barnes has been an active member of our community for many 

years.  During this time, she has organised and run our annual village 

flower show with the help of her late husband, Edward  as well as being 

actively involved in village matters. 

She is still a very active member of our parish hall committee and a 

member of our village short mat bowls society, playing avidly both at 

home and away.  She remains a shining example of commitment to our 

community and an inspiration to us all. 

John Frosdick 

For more than half his 70 years John has helped make West Coker a 

better place to live. 

He has been a constant friend and neighbour to the Primary School – a 

Governor, Water Safety and Cycling Trainer, Health and Safety Monitor 

and fixer, minibus driver, ‘adult’ on school residential visits away – and 

Father Christmas.  An ambitious project to extend the school by ‘raising 

the roof’ would not have succeeded without his expertise and energy. 

He is a member of the Royal Life Saving Society who for more than 20 

years has taught Yeovil and South Somerset young people the skills they 

need to survive and to save others. 



He drives a minibus for the elderly every week for Crewkerne Voluntary 

Transport.  Most recently, he has provided training to our villagers in the 

use of defibrillators. 

John was the unanimous nominee, not only of the Parish Council but also 

of his fellow villagers.  Everyone we consulted approved and encouraged 

his nomination. ‘Practicality on legs’, ‘always approachable’, ‘he doesn’t 

know the word no’ and ‘he just volunteers’ were typical responses. 

Jonathan Brandreth Glauert 

Jon has been a Mark resident for many decades and he has been a 

valuable member of the community. taking on many roles.  During the 

1980’s Jon first became involved with Mark church as a church warden  

When the vicar retired in 2002 and an interregnum became evident, Jon 

agreed to become benefice administrator and consequently managed 

church affairs and maintained the fabric of Mark’s oldest building until the 

arrival of a part-time vicar.  He remains associated with the church as a 

volunteer and performs well beyond the reasonable demands expected 

and has provided support to successive vicars in the face of secular and 

social pressures.  Jon was instrumental in establishing the Avalon 

Summer Camps which provides camps for around 60 disadvantaged 

children and became director in 2001. Over 800 children have benefitted 

from this initiative and without his leadership, commitment and resilience 



the camps would have ceased.  Jon has been heavily involved in the 

Mark Community Association and, as treasurer, has raised funds that led 

to the building of Mark Village Hall.  Jon was the Mark Harvest Home 

Committee Secretary for over 25 years and is now Vice-Chairman. He 

and his wife were involved with the Children in Distress Charity and he 

supported his wife on a trip to Romanis with the charity.  

Jon is a bastion and shining example of community responsibility.  He 

rolls his sleeves up in a range of practical ways and his outstanding 

commitment in village affairs means that he is a highly valued member of 

the community of Mark. 

Judith Norton 

Judith has lived in Carhampton for some 30 years.  She is a truly valued 

and much respected member of the community.  Judith’s roles include 

acting as the committee secretary, treasurer and a trustee of Carhampton 

village hall.  She has been greatly involved in obtaining funding for and 

overseeing ongoing improvements to the hall.   

Judith edits the monthly parish magazine and co-ordinates the printing 

and distribution throughout the parish.  She also finds time to organise 

the annual coffee morning to raise funds towards the magazine.  

In addition, she is a member of the local gardening club, attending 

meetings and organising the annual flower and produce show.  



Furthermore, she is an active member of the art club and is a committee 

member and trustee of Carhampton community orchard from which she 

helps to organise the Apple Day celebration each year.   

Judith’s work is not just confined to Carhampton, she is also a 

longstanding member of the WI and helps organise and make produce 

for the Minehead Country market each week. 

Keith Routledge 

Since 1998 when Keith and his wife Molly moved to Brompton Regis he 

has made major voluntary contributions to a wide range of community 

activities. As secretary of the Men’s Club he initiated a series of fund 

raising skittles evenings providing the community with an opportunity to 

meet socially. Since 1996 he has been responsible for the compilation of 

the Parish Magazine which has gone from strength to strength. The 

magazine is a valuable source of information for the area and generates 

essential funds for the Church. He created, populated and maintains the 

website for Brompton Regis and has researched, written and produced 

the history of the Village. In 2009 he took on the role as secretary for the 

annual Brompton Regis Show and Gymkhana. In his 5 years as 

secretary, Keith did much to formalise and improve the organisation of 

the show, implementing a number of much needed investment decisions. 

To raise funds to make this possible Keith organised a musical concert 



and although no longer secretary of the Gymkhana continues to take an 

active part in the preparation for, and the running of this annual event.  

Relinquishing this post has allowed Keith to concentrate on his work for 

West Somerset Advice Bureau. Founded in 1979 WSAB provides 

impartial free advice to those who may be struggling with the complexities 

of modern life. Keith is a Trustee and has been a dedicated volunteer 

adviser since 2011 for this vitally important charity. He recently organised 

another concert, this time with the Minehead Male Voice Choir and his 

daughter, a very talented soprano, to raise much needed funds for the 

Trust. Life in this Parish would be much the poorer without Keith 

Routledge giving up his time and effort in so many ways. 

Ken Lloyd 

Moving to Nunney in 1998, with his wife, Marion, Ken soon joined the 

Governors of Nunney School, where his business skills were put to use 

on the Finances. Although he resigned in 2013, Ken maintains an active 

interest in the school. 

Ken became a Parish Councillor in 2007, being elected Chairman four 

years later. Under his Chairmanship the Council has: negotiated a 

replacement post office facility when the local PO closed; installed a zip 

wire – which Ken tests with a regular “zip”; completed a BMX track – 

which (as far as in known) he hasn’t yet tackled; fought-off controversial 



planning applications for a vast solar park and a 100-house development. 

He says … “I can retire once plans to improve the Market Place have 

been completed… ”; but as that is at the planning stage, he can’t go just 

yet. 

“Raise the Roof”, a campaign to repair the roof of Nunney’s historic 

Church, was Ken’s idea. Over nine years £200,000 has been raised, and 

work started a few weeks ago. His patience in dealing with church 

bureaucracy and weathering the inevitable set-backs has been heroic, 

and his generosity on popping a bottle of bubbly at milestones along the 

way has been most appreciated.  

But that isn’t all … Ken often attends meetings of other village 

organisations who regularly seek his views and ask for help which is 

pleased to give. Finally, in recent months Ken was asked to sacrifice his 

Sunday lie-in to play the piano at church services – he is doubly pleased 

that the church has closed for business until Easter! 

Lucy Devitt 

Lucy has worked tirelessly to improve and support community, historical 

and musical aspects within our parish and West Somerset.  Many of 

these occasions have been involved with Nettlecombe Church which is 

the only central meeting point in Nettlecombe Parish.   



Lucy has co-organised and taken charge of refreshments at the very 

popular Nettlecombe fete and as well as the annual parish supper.  She 

has organised concerts and music events in Nettlecombe and Rodhuish 

Churches for all-comers and has agreed funding of over £33,000.00 for 

the restoration of 3 historic effigies in Nettlecombe Church.   

Lucy provides the meals for the Valley Luncheon Club which meets 

monthly and provides social companionship for elderly members of the 

community.  She organises the refreshments for the Benefice and 

Deanery children’s event as well as being a Diocesan Synod 

representative.   

Lucy organises the West Somerset Branch of the National Association of 

Decorative and Fine Arts Church, Recording group of volunteer recorders 

who undertake detailed studies of churches in West Somerset.  She then 

deposits them with the Somerset Heritage Centre, the church in question 

and with NADFAS.  These records are of local and national importance 

and all of which are undertaken on a voluntary basis. 

Lucy Travis 

Lucy Travis has been nominated for this award because over the past 

decade she has made an exceptional contribution to the cohesiveness 

and sense of community in the village of Rode. 



Lucy’s achievements include: establishing a new social media community 

platform for the village through Facebook; editing the monthly village 

magazine and spearheading the village’s efforts to protect their bus 

services.   

Additionally, Lucy has been a willing and active helper on stalls at the 

Rode Village Day, at Heart of Rode events and, for a time, with the Rode 

Scouts too. 

We would like to thank Lucy for all of her hard work. 

Lynn Osborne 

There is a community area in our parish called ‘Underway Meade’.  The 

original group of trustees were all getting older and the work gradually 

getting beyond them; and the Meade was on the point of being sold off.  

An emergency meeting was held and a new group volunteered to take on 

the work, and Lynn Osborne became Chairman.  She and the other 

volunteers have worked tirelessly on the large pond area, woodland area 

and large grass area, making the Meade much more inviting for residents 

to walk around and enjoy.  Everything has been carried out to encourage 

wildlife and conservation. 

Lynn has obtained many grants to help with a new footpath and gateway.  

A big community picnic was held recently and well supported.  All of this 



has been possible due to her (and their) hard work, and now the area is 

much enjoyed by everyone. 

In addition, Lynn also takes on a lot of work for South Somerset RSPB, 

helps out at the care home where her mother lives, is a parish councillor 

and writes a nature blog on our parish website. 

Lynn Smith 

Lynn Smith makes a continual and significant commitment to Berrow.  

The village hall is the focal point for many village activities, clubs and 

societies.  Lynn is a member of the Entertainments Committee who 

fundraises to maintain and enhance the modern hall.  Lynn runs events 

such as quiz nights and with her husband Mark, organises and runs the 

bars for these events along with weddings, funerals and special 

occasions.  The bar raises around £4000 per year which is a significant 

contribution to the essential annual fundraising. 

Lynn finds the volunteers to cover the weekend football festival which 

brings visitors to the area for the weekend and helps with the funding of 

award winning sports facilities. 

As a volunteer Lynn and her family dedicate many hours to Berrow, and 

this award would highlight her worth to the community. 

 

 



Lynne Booth 

Although the parish of Lympsham has a small village hall, this is used as 

part of Lympsham First School and therefore unavailable during 

weekdays.  A small group of residents and friends came up with the idea 

of transforming the village sports pavilion into a community café on one 

day a week to provide a venue for local people to meet and chat with 

some refreshment. 

They formed a committee and following research, prepared a proposal to 

secure initial funding and LEBE’s community café opened in November 

2015.   

Nobody thought that the café would meet with such success, but during 

the last eight months it has increasingly attracted a regular number of 

customers throughout the day.  All helpers in this venture are volunteers 

and do not receive payment, but all profits go to support other village 

initiatives including the local schools, church and playgroup.   

Without Lynne’s vision, her organisational skills and ability to work and 

communicate with numerous people, the café wouldn’t have happened 

every Tuesday since its opening or continue to flourish.  In a short time 

the café has become an integral part of parish life, enhancing particularly 

senior residents lives, whilst also offering a regular amenity to other age 



groups and to an increasingly wide clientele from neighbouring villages.  

Lynne Booth has been the driving force for this success. 

Lynn Lee Brown 

Lynn Lee Brown has been a member of the Yeovil Amateur Operatic 

Society for 20 years.  Following the sad loss of her cousin 13 years ago, 

Lynn started fundraising for the St Margaret’s Hospice by forming a small 

theatre group.  She wanted to repay the kindness the hospice paid to her 

family during her loss and raised in excess of £20,000 by putting on small 

shows in numerous village halls.  The group, named ‘Castaway Theatre 

Group’ grew in numbers and was invited to make a permanent base at 

the Octagon Theatre where they are to this day.  They meet each 

Saturday and all ages are welcome.  The group are a non-profit making 

organisation and put on two shows a year as well as supporting many 

other organisations and raising funds for various other charities.  They 

performed on the stage in supporting roles at various London musicals as 

well as performing at the O2 arena.  Lynn has given tirelessly to the 

community particularly the younger members and has selflessly 

promoted confidence, self-esteem and team building skills to take them 

into adult life.   

 

 



Malcolm Cavill 

Malcolm served as Chairman of Fivehead Parish Council between 2000 

and 2016.  He resigned in 2016 as he moved from Fivehead to Beer 

Crowcombe when he gave up the tenancy on his farm.  Throughout his 

tenure as Chairman, Malcolm performed his role professionally and 

calmly, always demonstrating good knowledge of places, people and 

issues.  He displayed no bias or prejudices, treating everyone fairly and 

courteously. 

His day job as a farmer gave him a genuine concern and understanding 

of the local environment.  For example, he was good at dealing with the 

farmers’ need for road width for large vehicles and parishioners need for 

parking.  He personally demonstrated care about rights of way and would 

un-hesitatingly deal with issues where a pathway had been destroyed or 

obstructed. 

His Chairmanship of the Parish Council meetings were inclusive, allowing 

open discussion; but firm when it came to decision making.  He managed 

public sessions well, balancing the opportunity for individuals to speak.  

Over the years, he calmly chaired many meetings on controversial 

planning applications and neighbourhood disagreements. 

When physical tasks needed to be done, he would be there, clearing 

ground and vegetation, installing bins and mending fences, etc. He would 



also arrive with his own equipment and farm trailers to assist with the 

work and the village could always rely on him to go the extra mile despite 

having a heavy personal workload. 

Marcus Anderson 

Marcus has been a stalwart of the village over many years.  Despite a 

very busy professional life he has found time to serve on a number of 

committees and groups that are the backbone village life.  In particular, 

Marcus has played a key role in organising the two day celebrations to 

mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and more recently the Queen’s 90th 

birthday.  Although many others were involved in this event it was 

Marcus’ organisational and leadership skills that made both of these 

events such a huge success.  This brought the residents of all ages 

together fostering community spirit.  

In addition to this, Marcus has served on the local playing field committee 

and the parochial church council and is still the Chairman of the village 

hall committee and of the parish council. 

Margaret Payton 

It is not just that Margaret was an efficient clerk to Burrowbridge Parish 

Council for over 15 years nor just that she has an exceptional attendance 

record of over 99%.  

 



It is much more than those things…. 

She was tenacious in her following up of issues and patient but persistent 

when dealing with local government, banks and other institutions.  

Outside of her official house she was hardly ever unavailable to 

parishioners and willingly gave up her time to promote the wellbeing of 

the village.  If there was a problem Margaret was probably there sorting it 

out before most people knew that there was a problem.   

She was instrumental in changes to the annual parish meeting turning a 

potentially dull evening into the most well attended in Somerset.  She 

researched and initiated several village activities for both young 

(bridgekidz) and old (Qi gong classes) to name just two of the most 

recent.  Margaret is unfailingly good humoured and polite.  We cannot 

think of a person more deserving of this award. 

Margaret Sims 

Margaret has made a significant contribution to the community of Pawlett 

including: 

Volunteering at the Parish Church – She was appointed Safeguarding 

Officer for Pawlett and Puriton, she regularly reads lessons at Church, is 

a sidesperson, prepares and reads Intercessions and carries out duties at 

weddings and funerals.  Margaret also arranges the flowers in the Church 

and participates in Churchyard “tidy-ups”.  Recently Margaret has been 



working hard, under the umbrella of Churches Together, to create a 

welcome pack which is delivered to every newcomer moving into the 

villages.  This welcome to Pawlett is extended on a personal level as 

Margaret makes a point of meeting anyone new to the village with a 

warm welcome and an offer of help and information. 

Village Hall – Margaret was a long standing and valued member of the 

Village Hall Committee until 2011, working with great commitment on 

fundraising projects and was instrumental in arranging for theatre groups 

to visit and stage performances at the Hall.  She still helps out today with 

activities at the Hall, whenever a volunteer or extra pair of hands is 

needed. 

Parish Council – Margaret served on the Parish Council for 9 years and 

worked tirelessly for the benefit of parishioners and the village.  She was 

particularly vigilant on all matters planning and represented the Parish on 

many occasions with regard to large applications.  Margaret was also key 

in securing funding from Viridor to enable the installation of a Children’s 

Roundabout on the Green and was also involved in providing additional 

seating and the planting of commemorative trees and mugs to celebrate 

the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012 



WI – Margaret joined the Women’s Institute in 2002, is still a very active 

member, and can regularly be seen out and about during their monthly 

litter picks. 

Spring Flower and Bulb Show – Margaret took over the running of the 

shows and modernised the organisational activities. On the day of the 

shows, she would work constantly from early morning to late evening 

ensuring the day ran smoothly.  When Margaret finally handed over the 

organisational reins to her successor, it was in the knowledge that the 

records were ship shape and had been brought into the modern world. 

As a Parish Pawlett owes a debt of gratitude to Margaret for her years of 

seemingly inexhaustible energy, volunteering her considerable skills time 

and time again for the wider benefit of all.  We feel that the Parish has 

benefitted in so many ways from Margaret’s endeavours and think that by 

nominating her for this Award we can demonstrate how appreciated her 

many years of positive contributions to Pawlett village life really are. 

Marianne Merchant 

Marianne is in her late 70’s and has given countless years of voluntary 

service to the village of East Chinnock.  She has been a stalwart of the 

Council’s Entertainments Committee for many years, helping with the 

planning and execution of village events such as bonfires, fetes, musical 

events and race nights and organising the raffles for all these events.  



She is involved in many village activities, from the annual flower and 

produce show to the bridge club. 

She is very active in the WI movement, serving on many committees at 

county level.  She has been a member of the board of Trustees and run 

the trading stall for fifteen years.  She has also served as President of the 

local WI.  She has encouraged the development of golf croquet club 

which is open to all, not just the WI.  She has served on the Parish 

Council including a stint as Chairwoman. 

Each year she buys the plants for the village planters out of her own 

pocket, plants up the tubs and looks after them providing a bright splash 

of colour outside the village hall.  She goes out of her way to make 

newcomers to the village welcome and she is also a font of knowledge 

regarding the village and its history.  She is always there to lend a helping 

hand and much of what she does is not fully appreciated and she truly 

deserves this award. 

Mary Davies 

Mary was nominated for this award because she has made a significant 

contribution to community life in Street. 

Mary regularly attends the Street Parish Council meetings as a member 

of the public.  At these meetings, she raises local issues and offers the 



council ideas and verbal support on a wide range of topics.  Mary is a 

complete village stalwart and has an acute understanding of local issues.  

We commend Mary for her award and would like to thank her for all of her 

hard work.  

Mary Helen Clarke 

Mary revived and reorganised the neighbourhood watch scheme in 

Shepton Beauchamp and has just stepped down after 10 years at the 

helm.  At about the same time Mary joined a project to provide the village 

with a community meadow, orchard, conservation area and a tranquil 

open space in an intensely formed area. 

She eventually became secretary and was instrumental in a successful 

application for lottery funding raising almost £50,000.  This enabled the 

project to proceed and we now have the planned meadow – known as 

Cowleaze Meadow which has been used for several community events 

since opening in 2011.   

Mary is still involved, organising volunteer work parties, getting her hands 

dirty in plantings and maintenance; not forgetting stints at the wheel of 

the ‘ride-on’ mower!!!  

She has also been involved in an advisory committee to South Petherton 

Community Hospital during the construction stage and still attends a 

patients’ forum for the NHS. 



Matt Bishop - Community Action to Transform the Cale 

CATCH are a group of volunteers who have transformed the river Cale in 

South Somerset, along with the habitat and the surrounding areas.  They 

assist the town council in community projects to enhance the town.  They 

were recently able to introduce 2000 fish into the Cale due to their hard 

work and cleaning it.   

Matt Bishop is here to collect the award on behalf of the group this 

evening. 

Maureen & Geoffrey Albert 

Misterton residents for 30 years, Maureen and Geoffrey have throughout 

that time been community minded and keen to help in whatever way 

needed.  They are both long-standing and supportive members of the 

parish church of St Leonard’s where Geoff sets up for the communion 

service once a month and has recently organised a replacement gate 

whilst Maureen reads the lessons on a regular basis.   

They have both been involved in the production of the village magazine 

with Maureen taking the role of editor and Geoff as treasurer.  They have 

worked tirelessly with a small team to ensure the publication is delivered 

to every house in the village.   

Maureen plays a big part in Misterton’s annual show and has been 

integral to making it the success it is today.  In addition she is a very 



willing and excellent judge of children’s entries, a challenging and not 

insignificant task.  She is also a valuable asset and on her retirement she 

started weekly visits to the village school to read with children 

experiencing reading difficulties.   

They have both supported the village fete for many years and care about 

their community and look out for those who have suffered bereavement 

and/or those who need company. 

Michael & Lynne Fackrel 

Micheal and Lynn are from old established village families and have 

carried on the tradition of community service for many years. 

Michael has been a bellringer for over 50 years and took over as tower 

captain from his late father 17 years ago.  In addition, he is one of the first 

to volunteer with help on many village projects.  He supervises the 

manual winding of the church clock and also hoists the appropriate flags 

on the church tower throughout the year. 

Lynne has for many years helped with the development of village children 

at the pre-school, primary and as a Sunday school teacher.  She has also 

re-established a Brownie pack that is flourishing and will soon have a 

waiting list.   

Between them, they have contributed greatly to village life and the 

community within it. 



Michael Rolfe 

Michael was a previous councillor and continues to assist the parish 

council in an advisory capacity.  He always assists in parish projects, 

volunteers and helps in many ways for neighbours and anyone in need.   

He is a community spirited man and is well respected around the village. 

Mollie Gooding 

Mollie has served the community of Puriton for over 30 years as a 

prominent member of numerous groups.  She has taken an active role on 

the flower show committee, the local WI and is a member of the village 

hall committee. 

She has been a much relied upon member of the community and in 

particular helping out at village events. We would like to thank Mollie for 

all of her hard work. 

Molly Crabb 

Molly Crabb and her family moved to Marston Magna in 1963 and she 

has been an important and hardworking member of the village ever since.  

She has been a church warden since 1989, leading the church through 

four interregnums. 

In the past she has been a member of the Parish Council, and has 

always been involved in the Woman’s Institute, winning the annual cup 

for the monthly competition many times, the latest in 2015.  She has 



recently helped to be the co-writer of a book for Marston Magna WI about 

the history of the village in the 20th century. 

Molly ‘steers’ a great number of events in Marston Magna, and 

masterminds the very successful ‘Annual Harvest Supper’.  She is co-

editor of the Marston Magna and Rimpton Parish Magazine and always 

works very hard indeed for Marston Magna and all the residents. 

Patricia Harper 

Pat moved to Ston Easton in 1985 with her young family  Between 

keeping house, looking after the children and holding down a full time job 

she still found time to throw herself into community life. 

After attending the local gymkhana she became involved and was then 

asked to join the committee as treasurer.  She held this role for many 

years.  When the Ston Easton Horse Trials started she helped with the 

preparation leading up to the day and did the cross country scoring. 

In the early 1990’s Pat joined the Parochial Church Council and in 1995 

became the secretary and held this post for many years.  She organised 

many events including the harvest festival, Christmas Eve Service and 

the Turkey Supper.  She also organised concerts in the church followed 

by wine and cheese evenings.  She also helped with the church ‘create 

and explore’ children’s club which ran for 8 years and assisted with coffee 

mornings and church cleaning.   



Singing has always been a passion of Pat’s and along with four friends 

she set up the Madrigel Goup in Keynsham in 1977 and continued to sing 

with them until around 5 years ago when the Village Voices Community 

Choir started in Ston Easton and she has gone on to support the 

community with fundraising, benefitting many within the local area. 

Pauline Parsons 

Members of Seavington Parish Council have nominated Pauline for over 

40 years’ service to the village. 

She was actively involved in Mothers and Toddlers Group when it was 

first set up. 

Subsequently Pauline played a leading role in the Seavington Playing 

Fields Association (SPFA) including a lengthy period as Chair. 

The SPFA is responsible for the Playing Field and the Millennium Hall, 

which was built with the help of major fundraising in the village, in which 

Pauline played a prominent part. 

Pauline has been a Parish Councillor for 17 years; during this time she 

has also acted as Secretary, Treasurer and Clerk to the Council.  The 

role of Clerk carries a salary, but Pauline has carried out these duties 

without remuneration, thus saving the village many thousands of pounds. 

Recently Pauline has become a member of the newly formed The 

Seavington’s Community Land Trust and has agreed to become its first 



Secretary.  The Trust has been established to provide affordable housing 

within the villages. 

Pauline’s experience, wise counsel and wide ranging knowledge 

(covering everything from high finance to drain covers) has been of great 

value to fellow Councillors, village organisations and villagers, and 

continues to be so 

Penny Kimber 

Penny Kimber deserves this award for all the time and care she has 

given to the elderly and vulnerable in our small community of Wayford. 

Last year an elderly couple in the village became seriously ill at different 

times. The couple were struggling to cope and had no children of their 

own to offer support. Penny, who also lives in our village, came forward 

to help them.  She not only provided personal care but also made all the 

calls for them, sorting out appointments, chasing prescriptions and district 

nurses. There was no one who could stand up for this lovely couple so 

Penny did it for them. When Dora’s condition deteriorated and she had to 

go to hospital Dora was very scared so Penny and stayed with her until 

someone else was able to come in next morning. Penny stayed several 

nights at the hospital so that Dora didn’t die alone. Dora passed away on 

December 7th. 



Following this David needed more care and again Penny stepped up to 

the mark. Naturally as David was grieving he wasn’t the easiest of people 

to look after but that certainly didn’t deter her. Again when his health 

declined 6 months later Penny went to the hospital in the ambulance and 

stayed with the old man until another neighbour could take over in the 

morning. Again she was prepared to do this until the end when he passed 

away at the end of May. 

Finally we have a disabled lady in the village who always visited David 

and Dora and who missed them hugely after their death. Once again 

Penny has opened up her home to this lady often giving her tea and time.  

Penny was paid by Dora and David but only for a short period of time – 

all the extra visits, all the phone calls, all the checking the medicine, all 

the trips to the pharmacy  and hospital stays were done out of kindness 

and care for these people. 

Rev Jane Haslam 

Jane Haslam is held in very high regard throughout North Petherton and 

beyond.  She is an outstanding person, both in her role as Rector of The 

Alfred Jewel Benefice and as a community leader.  Whilst there might be 

expectations of people who hold positions of responsibility in the 

community, Rev Haslam consistently exceeds these, going above and 

beyond what might be considered as the norm. 



This was particularly the case at the time of the devastating floods of 

2014.  She provided practical help, filling sandbags, doing washing and 

ironing, advocating on behalf of individuals, giving counsel and support 

and simply hugging people.  She has outstanding personal skills and 

used them to the full. 

She plays a key part in the delivery of many local initiatives, including 

youth work and recently organised the financing of the rebuilding and 

restoration of the Church of St Peter and St Michael in Moorland.  She 

does not seek or expect recognition of her work, but she thoroughly 

deserves it. 

Richard Emery 

Richard Emery was born of farming stock in the parish of Binegar in 1946 

and having inherited some of his paternal grandfather’s wit and sense of 

humour, Richard has, over the years become a well-known local 

character; in local jargon, a bit of a ‘dry old stick’!! 

From an early age Richard has been involved in parish affairs, staring as 

a choir boy in Holy Trinity Church and going on to become involved in bell 

ringing. later serving several times as a parish councillor.  Richard started 

his working life on the family farm, with his father; who also ran a local 

milk round.  A local service which Richard later took on as his daily 



occupation, as well as doing odd jobs around the community including 

giving the occasional helping hand to the local undertaker. 

Now in his 70th year, Richard’s commitment to his customers over the 

years has been, as it were, second to none.  Out in all winds and 

weathers; on more than one occasion using his tractor to get through 

blizzard like conditions on snow covered roads ensuring that parishioners 

received their milk, groceries and for some or their daily papers. 

Richard is always ready to stop to exchange a few words, advice, a joke 

or a helping hand.  Richard is one of those people whose activities play a 

part in ensuring the continuity of the life blood of a caring community. 

Ron Valentine 

Ron took over the task of PPLO (Parish Pathways Liaison Officer) just 

over a year ago.  Since then, he has quietly but methodically surveyed 

the paths in the parish and noted the various problems.  The parish 

council have allocated him a small budget and this; together with a fair 

amount of materials he has raised from other sources,  has allowed Ron 

to repair 19 stiles, report 2 paths possibly illegally closed, open up 2 very 

overgrown paths and generally bring order to what was a rather chaotic 

system.  

Ron is a hugely valued member of the community and volunteers like 

Ron are the life blood of the village. 



Rose Nurton 

Rose Nurton (and previously with her late husband Ruben) has been 

taking care of the burial ground of St Andrew’s Church, Stogursey since 

1964, for some 52 years.  Volunteers of this type of work are few and far 

between, let alone someone doing this almost single handily for such a 

long time. 

All of the funds to maintain the burial ground have been instigated and 

raised by Rose, which over the years has amounted to thousands of 

pounds.  Fundraising events include jumble sales, table top sales, raffles 

and car boot sales.  The monies are spent on grass keep, vegetation and 

weed removal, painting and repair to benches, walls and gates etc. 

Whilst also valuable and a caring member in the community helping and 

supporting others it is her dedication to the burial ground which the 

community feel merits special attention.  As a result or Rose’s hard work, 

the burial ground is in pristine condition and an absolute credit to her.  All 

her spare time is spent tending the burial ground or raising funds for it, 

which makes it a very pleasant place for relatives to visit, sit and 

contemplate.  It is appreciated by the entire parish but could easily be 

taken for granted as Rose does not look for praise or thanks.  We feel 

this award is appropriate to show her how much her efforts and hard work 

are valued and appreciated. 



Ross Urquhart 

Ross has been the parish clerk to Monksilver for approximately 19 years, 

carrying out far more than is within the normal clerk’s role, and without 

any expectation of proper remuneration.    

He has served for many years on the EMN village hall committee and is 

currently the Chairman.   He is on the rota for mowing the churchyard and 

has carried out many other roles helping the local community. 

We would like to thank Ross for all of his hard work.   

Sandra Booth 

There is a wonderful woman in our town of Glastonbury who works all 

year round raising awareness and donations for the annual Christmas 

lunch, she and he special ‘Santa’s elves’ provide for the Glastonbury 

community.  Many people live alone here, are homeless or have very little 

means to provide for their families at this festive time.  Sandra has been 

‘Mother Christmas’, serving Christmas dinners, crackers and the spirit of 

goodwill, to what must now be hundreds if not thousands of people over 

the last few years since 2010.   

She is completely unassuming in this role too, always scuttling 

backwards and forwards from the kitchen of St Benedict’s Church, with 

big bowls of delicious festive fayre and big smiles. 



During the year Sandra co-ordinates the free Friday soup lunches which 

are also held at St Benedict’s Church for the lonely and needy.  We feel 

after all these years, she deserves some recognition for the love she 

spreads to those less fortunate than ourselves. 

Mrs Sheila Cleal 

Sheila has given a level of community service for many decades and 

done so in a way which is often understated and selfless.  This has 

included serving the youth in the community by forming and managing a 

youth club and working in the local school.  She has organised fantastic 

events including harvest suppers and cabarets attended by hundreds of 

village residents and celebrities.  She has supported fundraising events 

and charities including the Royal British Legion by attending events 

herself and collecting for the poppy appeal as well as tirelessly going 

door to door making collections on behalf of numerous other charities.   

She has served on the Parochial Church Council and worked in the past 

on the once loved carnival committee and is undoubtedly one of the most 

enthusiastic and effective ‘foot soldiers’ a village could ever want. 

Sherry Briggs 

Sherry is currently the Chair of Somerton Community Association.  

During this time she has been the mainstay of Somerton Community 

Association and over the years has raised many thousands of pounds 



towards local facilities including the recreation ground, parish rooms and 

Edgar Community Hall.   

We have nominated Sherry for this award because we would like to 

recognise her hard work and thank her for all of her efforts.   

Shirley Dee 

Shirley is a real asset to our community.  She has been volunteering at 

Williton Hospital for over 25 years. She also writes articles and provides 

recipes for the ‘Williton Window’.  In addition to this Shirley also finds time 

to organise chair based activity sessions at the hospital and sheltered 

accommodation rooms. 

We would like to thank Shirley for all of her hard work and think that this 

award is richly deserved.    

Somerset in Care & Somerset Leaving Care Council 

This certificate is to acknowledge and thank every single one of the many 

children and officers who contributed in any way to make this years in-

care awards an amazing success. 

The members of Somerset in-care & leaving care council worked 

incredibly hard this year to organise the event. 

The occasion saw over 100 awards presented and the young people 

arranged everything, from the food and drink to music and table 

decorations. There was also a red carpet to welcome guests and make 



them feel special, a bouncy castle and a balloonist. Every detail was 

taken care of and the decisions made by the young people. 

The hard working team deserve a formal thank you, this certificate 

although shared by many is deserved, both the young people Councils, 

and hardworking dedicated team that support them are a tribute to 

Somerset. 

To see the happy faces on the award winners made everyone there feel 

great. 

Carers and young people alike were filled with glee to receive a certificate 

from Ben McGrail the BBC presenter. 

The young people we care for are truly a great advert for Somerset 

County Council. 

Group County Star Volunteer Award went to Somerset and Avon 

Rape and Sexual Abuse Group (SARSAS) 

The team of 40+ volunteers provide thousands of hours of crucial and 

highly skilled support to people who have experienced sexual violence at 

any time in their lives, in particular women and girls.  

They do this by offering emotional support and signposting information 

via a telephone helpline, through one to one sessions, and counselling. 

They ensure that survivors can talk through their thoughts and feelings in 

a safe, confidential, non-judgmental environment, and consequently 



provide life changing support to help survivors both cope with and 

recover from trauma. 

Steve Walker 

Steve Walker has been leading Trull Scout Group for at least 20 years as 

a volunteer. He has been a constant figurehead for the group and has 

dedicated many hours, evenings, weekends and weeks of his time to 

enable young people to grow and mature with guidance in indoor and 

outdoor activities.  

Steve's respectful, patient, kind manner has made him a fantastic role 

model to many young men and women. 

With the support of dedicated volunteers he has organised weekly 

activities for the group, together with evening activities at Huish Woods, 

trips abroad to Wales, Germany and Croatia. 

His continued attendance and support of the Trull Scout Group Polzeath 

Surf weekend every June over the last 20 years has enabled families to 

enjoy a weekend of surfing, camping and socialising. 

He has encouraged youngsters in Trull Scouts to take an active role at all 

village and town events including Memorial services, parades and bonfire 

night fundraising events. Trull Party in the Park has been underpinned as 

an event by Scout activity, setting up, providing food, running an 

adventure course and stalls and clearing up after the event.  



Steve has also been leading Taunton Explorers for over 10 years which 

enables teenagers to continue with outdoor activities they might 

otherwise not have access to. This includes kayaking trips, climbing trips, 

walking weekends and the very successful Scout presence at Ten Tors. 

Steve has encouraged youngsters lacking in confidence to take on 

challenges to support their growth in self-esteem and self-confidence. 

Upwards of 200 youngsters have been introduced to outdoor challenges 

which have become lifelong interests. 

Steve's commitment to the Scouts has been admirable. One person 

showing such dedication is an inspiration to others to get involved and 

contribute. Steve has been that constant figurehead that has enabled 

Trull Scout Group to thrive and for others equally dedicated to join in and 

support. 

Sue Ayley 

Sue has been a stalwart of the village of Combwich for decades.  She is 

a busy quiet person who goes by unoticed – that is until she hears of 

someone who is ill or can’t get about.  She is always there to take an 

elderly person to the hospital when they are ill, and staying with them if 

they need reassurance.   

She collects her friends every Friday to take them to the coffee morning 

in the village and makes sure they get home safely.   



She came to live with her husband Brian in 1973 and put her efforts into 

the village social club.  Sue has made sure this facility remained open 

attending to it when no one else was available.  She managed the bar, 

ordered stock and did the accounts.  In the ‘80’s she led a successful 

campaign to encourage larger vehicles to use a private road in the village 

to keep the roads safe.  She was also clerk to the parish council and 

continues to be a good neighbour to all who need a helping hand. 

Tony Foot 

Tony, a retired banker, moved to the Crewkerne area about 20 years 

ago.  During his time serving as vice-chair on Misterton Parish Council he 

was involved in a number of projects designed to improve the facilities of 

the village including the provision of new play equipment in the 

playground and the resurfacing of the village hall car park.  He has, for a 

number of years been very active as treasurer for the Crewkerne Hospital 

League of Friends which has raised significant sums to maintain and 

improve the facilities of the much loved cottage hospital. 

In addition, Tony has turned his financial skills to updating the various old 

Almshouses in the town; the governing trust of which he has chaired for 7 

years resulting in the provision of very comfortable accommodation for 

local residents over 50.  Furthermore, for 10 years Tony has also taken 

on the mantle of running two local historical charities which benefit low 



income residents which highlights Tony’s commitment to utilising his skills 

and expertise to helping people in the community. 

Trevor Coldman 

Trevor was a member of Bruton Town Council for eight years in the 

1970’s and then again from 1993 to 2015.  He was an extremely active 

member of the Town Council, always willing to take on extra work, and 

was indeed Chairman of the Planning Sub Committee for many years. 

Since retiring from the Pharmacy in 1999, Trevor managed the 

community hall, handling all the bookings, doing the routine maintenance 

and supervising the improvements.  He is currently its caretaker. 

Additionally, Trevor is a volunteer driver for the Red Cross, taking 

patients to the oncology department at Bristol Royal Infirmary.  He also 

drives for Social Services, taking people to hospital appointments. 

Trevor also volunteers one day a week in our community office in Bruton, 

dealing with enquiries and problems from residents and tourists alike. 

Trevor is always a friendly individual, ready with a smile and a joke, is 

well known and loved by many in Bruton and fully deserves this award. 

Veronica Bufton 

Veronica has given many years of voluntary help in the village of 

Wookey, raising money and arranging village and community events.  

She has also given a great deal of time to the community through her 



many years as a member of Wells Lions Club.  She is also willing to offer 

a helping hand to anyone. 

We would like to thank Veronica for all of her hard work.    

West Somerset Advice Bureau 

Every weekday from cramped offices in Market House Lane, a dedicated 

team of volunteers and paid staff offer a lifeline to people in West 

Somerset.  When you have problems in your life they can seem 

overwhelming.  If you push open the door of the advice bureau, you will 

get three things:  Someone to listen; someone to understand and 

someone who might have a practical answer to your problem. 

Some clients of the bureau are struggling with the complexities of the 

benefits system.  Others may have fallen into debt.  Some have problems 

at work, with housing, or the breakdown of a relationship.  Whatever their 

difficulty, people in Minehead and the rest of West Somerset know there 

is someone there to help them.   

The volunteers are of all ages and backgrounds.  Some of them have 

been working at the bureau for decades.  West Somerset Advice Bureau 

is a wonderful example of public spirit and concern for others. 

 


